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BRIEF MENTION 315 

Barnes, W. E. HaggaiandZechariah. With Notes and Introduction. Cam- 
bridge: University Press, 1017. lx+118 pages; and Malachi. With 
Notes and Introduction. [The Cambridge Bible.] Cambridge: Univer- 
sity Press, 1917. xvi-f-28 pages. 2s. 6d. 

This is a useful addition to the Cambridge Bible. The commentaries are based 
on the British Revised Version, though Dr. Barnes generously concedes the superiority 
of the American Standard Version. The notes and introductions confine themselves 
to the most essential facts. The introduction to Haggai and Zechariah is especially 
good. A strong argument is made for dating Zechariah, chaps. 0-14, within a genera- 
tion or so of the first Zechariah, in opposition to the prevailing tendency to put these 
chapters down toward the Maccabean era. In this connection exception may be 
taken to Dr. Barnes's use of the phrase "sons of Javan" (p. xvii) as implying that 
the Greeks were not yet organized into strong national groups, but are thought of 
only as an ethnographical unit. The same reasoning would deny national conscious- 
ness to the "sons of Zion," which is, of course, out of the question. Further the phrase 
is not "sons of Javan," but "thy sons, O Javan," and thus there is no real basis for 
the argument. 

Dr. Bames denies that Zerubbabel was looked upon by Zechariah as the promised 
Messiah. He thinks rather that Zechariah looked to Zerubbabel for certain political 
achievements, but did not elevate him to the supreme rank. Perhaps it would be safer 
to say that Zechariah's Messiah was a lesser figure than that of certain other prophets. 
In Mai. 1:11 f. no mention is made of the view that the prophet is here alluding to 
the worship in other Jewish temples than the central sanctuary at Jerusalem, such as 
that of the Assuan colony (see my discussion ad loc. in I.C.C.). Lack of space pre- 
vented the author from giving us much that we should like to have had. But as a 
work for the pubUc in general, this commentary is full enough and worthy of high 
praise. J. M. P. S. 



NEW TESTAMENT 

Gilbert, George H. Jesus: for the Men of Today. New York: Doran, 1917. 
176 pages. $1.00. 

The published title of this book doubtless indicates the purpose of the author to 
bring the figure of Jesus near to present-day readers. The method of the writer might 
be suggested by such a title as "Jesus in His Own Day." We have here an attempt to 
present vividly the significant events in the life of Jesus in their original setting of time 
and place. In a dozen brief chapters the story of the Gospels is retold, with the addition 
of imaginative incident and detail. These supplementary touches vary in value. The 
episode of Hannisi, the spy sent from Jerusalem to Galilee to report on Jesus' teaching, 
may or may not represent the procedure of the Pharisaic opposition. The last chapter, 
in its account of the rise of the resurrection faith in the experience of Peter, also relies 
upon the imagination, but it is at a point where a reverent imagination must be our 
guide in solving the problems raised by the incongruities of the resurrection narratives, 
and the writer is quite convincing in his picture of the possible origin of Peter's faith. 
The book is marred by occasional slips, as when in the Introduction it makes the 
mature Jesus a contemporary of Herod the Great, or uses "Sunday" and "Sabbath" 
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as identical terms (pp. 163 f.), or says "waived" for "waved" (pp. 91, 113). The 
reader is likely also to be annoyed by a rhythmic prose in which the recurring accents 
divert the attention from the substance of what is being read. 

J. P. D. 



HISTORY OF RELIGION 

Carus, Paul. The Gospel of Buddha. With Illustrations by Miss Olga 

Kopetzky. Chicago and London: Open Court Publishing Co., 1017. 

xv+3 1 1 pages. $1 . 00. 

This is a de luxe edition of a compilation from ancient Buddhist records which 
made its first appearance in 1894.' Not many years after the first edition appeared 
a copy was purchased by the writer of this brief review, who at that time was wholly 
unacquainted with any of the literary sources from which the compiler of this work 
drew his materials. Consequently the content of the volume, its arrangement, and 
its speciously suggestive title deeply and favorably impressed its then rather youthful 
reader. 

During the intervening years twelve editions have been issued and exhausted. 
The appearance of this new one affords occasion to refer to the character of this work. 
Mechanically and artistically it is about all that one could wish in the bookmaker's 
art. However, as to the character of the compilation, which seeks to present a sketch 
of the Buddha's life, one is compelled on historical and ethical grounds to give a very 
different judgment. In the first place it is exceedingly doubtful that the scholars 
whom Dr. Carus quotes so freely in the introduction to his work and whose scholarly 
work he lays under such heavy tribute continually, would indorse the method he has 
used with his sources in order that he may accomplish his desired aim. Indeed, one 
can easily imagine how many of them, at least, would characterize such an unscientific 
and subjectivistic piece of literary work as this is, which professes to present in sketch 
"the picture of a religious leader of the remote past" (p. xi). True, he intimates that 
he does not intend to offer "a scientific production." But has a writer any moral 
right to set out with an avowed aim, such as his is, without a consistent effort to treat 
his sources historically? As a matter of fact he has ranged through practically the 
whole field of available Buddhistic literature, selecting and eliminating arbitrarily 
from his materials regardless of whether the sources from which he quotes are early 
or late, or as to whether they may have some basis in fact or are the constructs of pure 
imagination; and he has done this in much the same way as a printer before a font 
of type might select his material to suit his purpose. While it is true that many 
orthodox theologians follow this method with biblical material, yet "two wrongs do 
not make one right." In following the sources from which Dr. Carus quotes one 
notes how carefully he prunes away "the exuberance of wonder": quite a euphemistic 
phrase indeed, when one notes what it is that is so often "pruned away"! 

The Open Court Co. has published some literature for which the serious student 
will ever be grateful. But here is a work that the world can well afford to be without. 
The only heart it will delight will be that of the ardent and uncritical Buddhist propa- 
gandist, who looks upon Westerners generally and the more enlightened youth of the 
East as material for propagandism, and who finds in this work a picture of the Buddha 
from which have been eliminated such stories as might shock the aesthetic and moral 
susceptibilities of such readers. 



